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TODAY I’LL COVER…
Ø A brief intro to Cancer Research UK
Ø Our current funding opportunities
Ø Tips for writing your proposal

AN INTRO TO
CANCER
RESEARCH UK…

WHO WE ARE
We are the largest fundraising medical
research charity in the world
We are largest funder of cancer research
in Europe, and the second in the world

Our work has helped double breast
cancer survival in the past 40 years

The money we raise is spent on
research, information, advocacy
and public policy

We helped prove the link between
tobacco and cancer, preventing
millions of deaths worldwide

We have played a role in developing 8 of
the world’s top 10 cancer drugs

OUR VISION: TO BRING FORWARD THE DAY
WHEN ALL CANCERS ARE CURED
Our ambition is to see 3 in 4 people surviving cancer by 2034

1970
Over the last 40 years, cancer survival
rates in the UK have doubled – in the
1970s just a quarter of people survived,
today that figure is half

2010

IN THE NEXT
20 YEARS

We want to accelerate progress and
see three quarters of patients surviving
the disease within the next 20 years

OUR RESEARCH STRATEGY
Our Objectives

PREVENT

DIAGNOSE

TREAT

OPTIMISE

Our Approach
BUILD OUR UNDERSTANDING OF CANCER
FACILITATE A MAJOR SHIFT IN EARLY DIAGNOSIS RESEARCH
TACKLE CANCERS WITH SUBSTANTIAL UNMET NEED
ACCELERATE THE TRANSLATION OF RESEARCH
DEVELOP THE CANCER RESEARCH LEADERS OF TOMORROW
Our Principles
People

Partnership

Collaboration
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CANCERS OF UNMET NEED
– In 2014, CRUK made “cancers of unmet need” a priority in
our Research Strategy, including brain, pancreas,
oesophagus and lung. These are cancers where 5 year
survival has seen limited improvement in recent years.
– We are driving investment in four key areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Supporting research that will benefit patients
Developing research capacity in the UK
Connecting people and partners
Engaging scientists, supporters and staff

CANCERS OF UNMET NEED – BRAIN TUMOURS
We fund a number of brain tumour focussed initiatives, including:
•

A Children’s Brain Tumour Centre of Excellence across ICR and the University of Cambridge

•

A second Brain Tumour Centre of Excellence, bringing together the University of Edinburgh and UCL to
tackle adult and childhood brain tumours, with a particular focus on glioma

•

An Accelerator Award supporting infrastructure between UCL and Edinburgh, to create a series of
patient-derived models of glioma with an accompanying genetic library

•

Our Research Centres, including Cambridge, Edinburgh, UCL and ICR drive local collaborations and have
particular expertise in brain tumour research

We also welcome new applications in this area - our funding committees support research across all cancer types
but will prioritise proposals for work on cancers of unmet need as long as they have a sound biological rationale
and are of a sufficiently high quality.

HOW WE
FUND
RESEARCH

FUNDING COMMITTEES AT CANCER RESEARCH UK
1.

Discovery Research Committee supports our discovery and translational cancer research activity
through Programme and Project Awards, and builds expertise in cancer immunology and
multidisciplinary research.

2.

Early Detection and Diagnosis Research Committee funds discovery and translational research
which seeks to enable the detection of cancer or pre-cancerous states at the earliest point at
which an intervention might be made.

3.

Research Careers Committee oversees funding to develop the careers of early to mid-career
cancer researchers and clinical academic researchers.

4.

Prevention and Population Research Committee supports a broad portfolio of prevention and
population research aimed at understanding the epidemiology of cancer, cancer risk, incidence
and survival and preventative interventions

5.

Clinical Research Committee oversees funding and endorsement of late-phase investigator-led
clinical trials, and other research supporting or enabling clinical trials.
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DISCOVERY RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Broad remit spanning basic and translational cancer research, including fundamental biology,
genetics and immunology, biomarker discovery and preclinical studies, and research into
imaging and radiotherapy

PROGRAMME
AWARD

PROGRAMME
FOUNDATION AWARD

• Supports worldleading investigators
or teams of scientists

• Supports exceptional
mid-career researchers

• Funding for 5 years
• Up to £2.5m

• Funding for 6 years
• Up to £1.5m

Next deadline: 17 March 2022

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
PROJECT AWARD

CANCER IMMUNOLOGY
PROJECT AWARD

• Promote collaboration
with the engineering
and physical sciences

• Facilitate the growth of
cancer immunology
research in the UK

• Funding for up to 4 yrs

• Funding for up to 3 yrs

• Up to £500k

• Up to £300k

Next deadline: 27 January 2022

EARLY DETECTION AND DIAGNOSIS
RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Contact: earlydetection@cancer.org.uk

Early detection and diagnosis (ED&D) research seeks to detect and diagnose
consequential precancerous changes and cancer at the earliest possible point at
which an intervention might be made, reducing the burden of late-stage disease.
Similarly to the Discovery Research schemes, this Committee funds Programme, and
Project Awards with a focus on transforming early cancer detection.
This Committee also offers a Pilot scheme, to develop early, novel and outside-thebox ideas and collaborations to build and make progress in the early detection field.

Contact: fellowships@cancer.org.uk

RESEARCH CAREERS COMMITTEE
Develop independence

Establish independence

Transition to scientific leadership

University salary support
Predoctoral
Research
Bursary
Pre-PhD

Career
Establishment
Award

Postdoctoral
Research
Bursary
PhD

Postdoctoral
Junior

Postdoctoral
Senior
Clinician
Scientist
Fellowship

Lecturer
Career
Development
Fellowship

Reader

Professor

Senior Cancer
Research Fellowship

Advanced Clinician
Scientist Fellowship
Clinical Trial Fellowship

CRUK salary support

Clinical and non-clinical academics
Clinical academics only

PREVENTION AND POPULATION RESEARCH
COMMITTEE

Contact: pprc@cancer.org.uk

The Prevention and Population Research Committee (PPRC) supports a broad
portfolio of prevention and population research aimed at understanding the
epidemiology of cancer, cancer risk, incidence and survival and preventative
interventions.
This Committee funds research across a number of different areas, including:
population-based studies to understand disease aetiology or improve prevention
strategies, incidence rates of cancer, methodological/statistical research, risk
stratification and prevention, trials for chemopreventative agents, behavioural and
lifestyle interventions, screening, policy-focused research.
This Committee also offers Programmatic and Project level funding.

CLINICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Contact: clinicalresearch@cancer.org.uk

Our Clinical Research Committee maintains a broad portfolio that maximises patient
impact. We support a balance of research across the range of modalities and disease
sites, conducted in early, pre-invasive, localised disease and metastatic settings.
These include:
• Clinical Trial Awards
• Biomarker Project Awards
• Experimental Medicine Awards
• Prospective Sample Collection Awards
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HOW WE MAKE FUNDING DECISIONS

WHAT MAKES
A GOOD
APPLICATION?

PLANNING YOUR APPLICATION
ü Plan ahead
ü Check eligibility
ü Tailor your application
ü Know your audience: funder, the reviewers, and the Committee
ü Talk to us! There are Research Grants Managers that look after each of the
Committees’ funding schemes – talk to them first if you have an idea

WRITING YOUR APPLICATION
•

Think about what makes you, and your proposal unique

•

Demonstrate your ability to deliver this work
‒ Preliminary data
‒ Track record
‒ Appropriate collaborations. Do you have these in place?

•

Describe your question/hypothesis clearly at the start. For most applications, we recommend that
you split into 2-3 WP, and show how they will be connected to answer your main question.

•

Justify your choices – why certain models, etc. how do they recapitulate human setting?

•

Contingency planning

•

Work with your grants office on the finances

•

Make sure you have all the additional info. E.g. licenses, ethical approval, letters of support,
commercial interactions…

WHAT YOU’LL BE JUDGED ON
• Relevance to our research priorities - read our Research Strategy and clearly state how your research relates to
cancer research. Make sure you read the eligibility information for your chosen scheme.
• The originality of your ideas and proposal - make sure your research is answering an important and valid
research question.
• Your knowledge of relevant literature and developments in your area.
• The quality of your experimental design – think about feasibility and identify what could go wrong. Show
preliminary data if relevant.
• Value for money – your funding panel will want to know that the money we invest will be spent well. Make sure
you leave enough time to budget accurately and that your costs are realistic. You should also justify all your
costs.
• Your research team – make sure the people you choose have the right expertise. Check if there are other areas
they can help with outside of the obvious scientific requirements of the project. For example, do they have a
background in public policy that will help you share your findings?
• You – it’s important the funding panel trust their investment in you. Identify your unique strengths and draw on
your previous successes.

COMMON PITFALLS/ THINGS TO CONSIDER
• Need to make sure that eligibility criteria are met and all necessary documents are
provided – check the guidelines for individual schemes
• If it’s being reviewed by a Committee, needs to be widely readable (they might not
be experts in your field)
• The application needs to have enough experimental detail so your plans can be
assessed, and sufficient preliminary data to give confidence in your future work
• Have you proposed and described a clear hypothesis?
• It’s good to be ambitious, but the work should be realistic and achievable in the
timeframe
• It’s good to have a line of sight to translation, but not always necessary
• Have you included power calculations?

SOME ADVICE FROM OUR FUNDING COMMITTEES
1. Show clearly how the application builds on existing knowledge
2. Spend time on the abstract
3. Make every step of the methods 100% clear
4. Tell a coherent, easily understood story
5. Remember that simple ideas appeal
6. Take time on the analysis section

Thank you!
Clemency Jolly, PhD
Research Grants Manager (Discovery Research)
020 3469 8379
Clemency.jolly@cancer.org.uk
discovery@cancer.org.uk

