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"The last 12
months have

been the
Mission's most
productive and

impactful to
date"

Foreword

 
Dr Nicky Huskens, TJBCM CEO and Professor Richard Gilbertson, TJBCM Chair

Nicky & Richard

Since the inception of the TJBCM four and a half years ago, we have sought to
convene the broad landscape of brain tumour treatment, research and advocacy to
deliver transformational programmes. The last 12 months have been the Mission's
most productive and impactful to date and we have incorporated as a Community
Interest Company, enabling the Mission to work to the highest possible standards. 

An additional 3,200 patients a year will receive treatment and care in a "Tessa
Jowell Centre of Excellence", following the designation of eight more Centres this
year. We acknowledge in particular the six centres that obtained designation
following a reapplication, that required them to make impressive changes to their
services in response to the committee's feedback in 2020. We are proud to say
that there are now 17 Tessa Jowell Centres of Excellence in the UK. We are so
grateful to the designation committee who invested so much time and energy in
making this all possible.

In addition to the Tessa Jowell Centre of Excellence we have established the Tessa
Jowell Academy: a free digital platform to facilitate sharing of excellence and
provide more learning and development opportunities. The platform is filled with
community-led content and has 700+ active users – more than double than
anticipated. In addition, we are recruiting a fully funded neuro-oncology fellow as
part of our training programme.

Following the success of the Tessa Jowell Centres of Excellence Programme for
Adults, we have launched the Tessa Jowell Centre of Excellence for Children with
brain tumours. The committee overseeing this initiative has made substantial
progress with standard setting and designing the application process, tailoring the
adult process to the unique challenges seen in children. 

Upon feedback from our Strategy Board, we have stepped up our efforts in
research. With pilot funding from Brain Tumour Research, we have launched a new
accelerator programme to translate novel therapeutics from the lab into human
trials. We are currently assembling a committee to oversee this work. The Mission
also supports two precision medicine initiatives, and we are pleased that both the
Tessa Jowell Brain Matrix and the Minderoo Precision Medicine Programme have
shown steady patient recruitment. 

Finally, we thank our nine generous funders who have supported the Mission and
provided leadership so that together we can best serve the brain tumour
community. This work could not have been done without the 80+ members of the
TJBCM, who volunteer their time and expertise to design and deliver our
programmes. We hope that this report gives you some insight into what can be
achieved with a small team of three full-time employees and a fantastic brain
tumour community at a total cost of £230k. 
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Impact in
Numbers

28 173
New programmes
launched

NHS Centres 
applied to Centre of
Excellence designation

NHS Centres awarded
Centre of Excellence
designation

711 3233
Free workshops
delivered to NHS staff 

Health professionals
registered on the
Academy

Peers connected across
the UK through a
dedicated Academy tool

3 680+
Brain cancer experts
sitting on programme
committees 

New staff members
joined the team 

Conferences attended
and presented at across
the UK

11 4.58
Partners funding and
guiding the Mission

Years since first
launching 

Total TJBCM
programmes running
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I hope this will give hope to other
cancer patients like me, so that we
can live well with cancer, not just be
dying of it.

Dame Tessa Jowell 
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CEO
 Dr. Nicky Huskens

Company Director 

Director of
Programmes 
& Operations
Ms. Camille Goetz
Company Director 

Senior
Programme

Manager
Ms. Olivia Burton 

 

We are a convening body which delivers transformative national programmes to
improve brain tumour treatment, care and research in the UK. We design and deliver
a national portfolio of eight innovative programmes focused on accelerating
research, advancing clinical trial infrastructure, improving care for today’s patients,
and connecting and training NHS staff. 

The Mission’s work is funded and supported by the government through the National
Institute of Health Research, as well as eight influential cancer charities. Over 80
NHS doctors, nurses, allied health professionals and scientists from across the UK
work daily with the Mission to design and deliver its programmes, which are jointly
delivered with its partner organisations. TJBCM is a registered Community Interest
Company. 

Company Directors & Employees

Chair
Prof. Richard Gilbertson

Vice-Chair
Prof. Katie Bushby

Strategic Advisor 
Lord James O'shaugnessy

CEO
 Dr. Nicky Huskens

Special Advisor 
Ms. Jess Mills

Board of Guarantors 

Research
Associate

Mr. Andrew Wright
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Who We Are

About the Mission



Dr. Helen Campbell
Mr. David Fitzgerald
Dr. Alex Pemberton 
Ms. Tara McKay
Mr. Graham Norton 
Ms. Sue Farrington Smith MBE 
Mr. Will Jones 
Ms. Nicola Keat
Ms. Tina Mitchell Skinner 
Mr. Bruce Mansfield 
Ms. Aileen Boyd-Squires 
Mr. Alexander Renziehausen 
Ms. Sarah Jones MP
Prof. Colin Watts 
Dr. Sarah Jefferies 
Prof. Steve Pollard 
Prof. Simon Boulton 
Dr. Jack Kreindler 
Prof Katie Bushby 
Prof. Richard Gilbertson 
Lord James O'Shaugnessy 
Ms. Jess Mills 
Dr. Nicky Huskens 
Ms. Camille Goetz 

Funding Partners

Strategic Partners

 

Partners

Joint Strategy Board 

Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission CIC

The Mission is built on collaboration between nine organisations, including the UK
government and patient charities. This collaboration has grown to 11 partner
organisations, of which nine directly fund its work. Each partner organisation is
represented on the Joint Strategy Board which guides and advises on the Mission's
programme portfolio. 

All of the Mission's partners are directly
involved in its programmes, from co-designing
content and supporting programme delivery,
to seed funding new initiatives. 
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What We Do
Brain tumours are the biggest cancer killer of children and adults
under the age of 40 .  

Our mission is to bring together the brain tumour community to
design and deliver a new national strategy for brain tumour
treatment, care and research in the UK.

We work with NHS medical and research specialties, nurses and allied health
professionals from across the UK to design and deliver innovative programmes
focused on treatment and care, research and education. Each programme is jointly
delivered with our partner organisations and managed by the Mission's core team. 

p. 26-31 p. 32-43 p. 44-47

p. 50-51 p. 54-55 p. 52-53p. 48-49

Our Programmes
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The Brain Tumour Charity (2022) The Statistics 1
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Mission Timeline

Jan 2018
Tessa Jowell led a call to
action in the House of Lords
for brain cancer innovation
and collaboration

April 2018
Mission founded in response to
Tessa's speech. The then Health
Secretary Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt tasks
Lord O’Shaughnessy (the then Under
Secretary of State for Health) to set
up the Mission. Convening body
chaired by Professor Richard
Gilbertson and run by Dr Nicky
Huskens

Sept 2018
Five funders including
Government agree to
fund the running of
TJBCM for 3 years

June 2019
Strategic groups
complete ambitious
plans ready to launch
to tackle specific
challenges in brain
tumours

Sep 2019
Professor Emerita
Katie Bushby joins
TJBCM to design
Centre of
Excellence initiative 
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Sep 2020

Centre of Excellence
Programme launched
with 90% of NHS
centres taking part to
date over 3 rounds

Feb 2022

Centre of Excellence
for Children
Programme
announced, led by 
Dr. Steven Lowis

April 2022

The Tessa Jowell Brain
Cancer Mission officially
incorporates to become a
Community Interest
Company 

June 2022

The Brain Tumour
Research Novel
Therapeutics
Accelerator (BTR-
NTA) programme
announced
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Feb 2022

The Tessa Jowell
Academy is launched
to members

About the Mission

https://www.tessajowellbraincancermission.org/strategic-programmes/n-tab/


It has been a pleasure and an
absolute insight to sit on the
Designation Committee to help this
worthy cause

Professor Michael Jenkinson
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The Tessa Jowell Centre of Excellence designation
programme is the flagship programme of the Mission,
approved by the DHSC and NHS Cancer board. Centres
designated as a Tessa Jowell Centre of Excellence receive
national recognition of their staff going above and beyond.

For patients, getting treatment in a designated centre means
that they can be confident that they receive the highest
standard of care under the NHS. The programme aims to
enable and encourage as many centres as possible to
achieve centre of excellence designation on an on-going
basis, so that the bar is collectively raised.

How does it work? 
The comprehensive review exercise assesses centres on
clinical treatment, quality of life care, research opportunities
and training for staff through an extensive application form
(100+ questions), 2-hour virtual site visit and patient
feedback (>2000 patient feedback submissions) against
criteria of excellence set by experts in the field. 

What is the impact?
To date, 28 NHS centres across the UK have applied with 17
awarded Centres of Excellence after three review cycles. 

The assessment process is merely the start of a journey. The
process has been designed to uncover gaps and best
practice through comprehensive data collection. The data is
used to create bespoke solutions to address the gaps at
hospital-level, regionally or nationally. To implement
recommendations and solutions, each hospital benefits from
individualised support from the TJBCM team and through
the Tessa Jowell Academy platform from their peers,
regardless of excellence status.

Review 
cycles to date

3

NHS Centres 
applied to date

28

Reviewing Committee
members

18

Patient feedback
submissions 

>2000
 

Centres awarded
Centres of Excellence

17

People live in
catchment areas of a
Centre of Excellence

40M

Through
partner
charity

Centre of Excellence
Designation Programme 

The aim is for
all centres
to become 
Centres of 
Excellence 
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Elevating Care for Today's Patients Centre of Excellence

This programme is supported by all funding partners. Special thanks to
the Brain Tumour Charity, Brainstrust and Brain Tumour Support.



 The entire team of
reviewers meet up to

discuss the centres and
design follow up questions

9a

1 2

Centre application forms are
systematically reviewed by 18

expert reviewers & TJBCM and
patient feedback is also taken

into account

3
   Data is extracted from the

forms and a large benchmarking
file is generated to allow for

peer comparison

4

6 7

15

8 Re-apply
Centres will receive written

feedback report, are offered on-
going support & invited to join

the Academy

9b  Designated
Centres designated as

"Excellent" at awards ceremony
invited to join the Academy &
share their excellence with

peers
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5
Peer review meeting held to
discuss the applications and
define follow up questions

Centres receive written
feedback report with follow up

questions for site-visit

 Virtual site visit 
Applicants and reviewers

discuss strengths and areas to
improve

Analysis & Peer Review Stage

Patients provide feedback
through The Brain Tumour

Charity's BRIAN app 

 

The Process

Elevating Care for Today's Patients

Centres are invited to
complete the Tessa Jowell

Centre Application form

Input Stage

Follow-up Stage

Outcome Stage

Final calibration meeting

The full process and Standards of Excellence can be viewed online:
www.tessajowellbraincancermission.org/introduction1/

 Feedback provided to national
leadership on gaps in funding
and areas to improve (NHS,

DHSC)
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Map of Centres

Elevating Care for Today's Patients

The map below shows the 17 UK brain tumour centres which have been awarded
Centre of Excellence (CoE) status over the last two years. Approximately 40 million

people live in the catchment area of a CoE, equating to 7300 patients a year.
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Centre of Excellence
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2020/21
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Prof. Adam
Waldman 

Chair of
Neuroradiology

Ms. Andrea Crisp
Patient Rep. & CNS

(retired) 

Prof. Anthony
Chalmers 

Chair of Clinical
Oncology & Consultant

Clinical Oncologist 

Dr. Caroline Barry 
Consultant & Clinical
Director of Palliative

Care

Ms. Chantal Smits
Patient and CNS

Designation Committee

Ms. Catherine Fraher
Charity

Representative

Dr. Joanne Lewis 
Consultant Clinical
Neuro-oncologist

Prof. Kathreena
Kurian 

Professor of
Neuropathology &

Consultant
Neuropathologist

Ms. Kelly Dawson
Clinical Nurse

Specialist
 (Low Grade)

Prof. Michael
Jenkinson
Consultant

Neurosurgeon

Ms. Nicola Peat 
Consultant Oncology

Physiotherapist

Prof. Richard
Gilbertson

TJBCM Chair

Dr. Richard Berman 
Consultant in
Supportive &

Palliative Care
Medicine

Dr. Sarah Jefferies
Consultant Clinical

Oncologist

Dr. Nicky Huskens
TJBCM CEO 

Ms. Camille Goetz
TJBCM Director of

Programmes 

Prof. Katie Busby
Designation Lead

Ms. Ingela Oberg
Clinical Nurse

Consultant

Elevating Care for Today's Patients
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Centre of Excellence

Special thanks to Dr. Emily Linnane, Ms. Beatriz Laureano, Dr. Byrony Allen and Mr. Andrew Wright for
their contribution to the designation programme. 

Ms. Jess Mills
Charity & Patient
Representative



Service Improvements  

Further sub-
specialization of 
 neurosurgery
team

Appointment of
new consultant
neurosurgeon

Funding package for
neurosurgery service
including for epilepsy

nurse and  speech
and language

therapist for awake
craniotomies 

Addressed
shortages in

pathology
reagents

Quicker
turnaround times
for key analyses

Simplified pathway for
molecular genetics

analyses sent to
external provider 

Obtained funding
for biobanking

pathway in
collaboration with

neighbouring
centre

Recruited full
time Band 4

support
worker 

The TJBCM is committed to closely working with all UK brain tumour centres to
support service development, improvement and innovation, regardless of designation
status. The designation process enables hospitals to systematically improve their
services following the committee's feedback. Six centres received a "re-apply"
outcome in March 2021. Subsequently, these centres collectively improved services
to obtain designation in June 2022. Highlights of the changes which took place in just
18 months are outlined below.  

Elevating Care for Today's Patients
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Onboarded two
new nurses

Senior
palliative

consultant
formally

assigned hours
in job plan

All patients
now receive

Holisitic Needs
Assessments

Increased awareness of 
 regional rehabilitation
services in region to

facilitate referrals

Created directory of
regional rehabilitation
services 

Developing a
formal audit for
palliative care

services

Obtained
funding for
formal pre-
habilitation

service

More patients
referred to

rehabilitation
services 

Obtained funding
for significant
expansion of

inpatient
rehabilitation 

 service +
dedicated
outpatient

physiotherapist  

Trained community
services on

importance of
rehabilitation for

brain tumour patients

Re-configuring LGG
services into a

dedicated service
with a new LGG MDT

& additional CNS
support 
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Centre of Excellence



On 30th June 2022, centres which were designated ‘Centre of Excellence’ in
second and third designation rounds were invited to celebrate their achievement
at an Awards Ceremony held at the Science Gallery, London. The bustling
occasion, co-hosted by the TJBCM Chair, Vice-Chair and CEO, provided a unique
opportunity for doctors, nurses and allied health professionals from across the
country to come together and be celebrated for their commitment to patient care
and service development. 

MP Helen Hayes gave a moving keynote speech and awards were handed out by
designation lead Prof Katie Bushby and Tessa’s son, Matthew Mills. This was a
chance for the TJBCM to thank the community and its partners for their
engagement and support and to share exciting upcoming initiatives and plans.
Each hospital was given a gift box curated by partner organisation Brain Tumour
Support to thank hospital teams for their hard work.

Awards Ceremony



Centre of Excellence



It’s really allowed us to come together as a team
and take stock of what we do. It has made us

stronger and recognise who we are and what we
do and the goodness of it

 
Mr. Venkat Iyer, North Bristol NHS trust

Collaboration
We are very much looking forward to working
with you all and contributing to and learning
from the academy as we move forward to

improve outcomes
 

Ms. Sophie Camp, Imperial College Healthcare
NHS Trust

Reducing postcode lottery
I would like to thank TJBCM because it gave us the

motivation to improve aspects of our service [...] this is
a really visionary initiative, to remove the postcode

lottery and have everybody reach the same level. It has
really inspired all of us, clinicians, nurses, allied

specialities to achieve the high standards. This award
is on behalf of the whole network, Oxford and Thames

valley network. So thanks to the team and their truly
collaborative team work.

 
 Mr. Puneet Plaha, Oxford University Hospitals

Community building
It’s been great to be part of this. We all

acknowledge that the TJBCM is a really
important component of brain cancer

treatment going forward now; bringing the
community together is a really important

feature, the academy has been really
important and valuable one that we have

enjoyed and been participating in through our
CNS and other parts of the team. 

 
Dr. James Powell, Velindre Cancer Centre

 

What taking part in
designation means to centres

Service reflection



Service improvement
We tried first time around and failed. But rather

than being gutted about it, it actually gave us the
kick up the proverbial back side to get our act
together and I think we are living proof of what
collaboration, dedication, innovation and team

work looks like and we could not be prouder to be
here today. 

 
Ms. Ingela Oberg, Cambridge University Hospitals 

Outcome improvement
It is an absolute privilege to be standing here

and to receive this award. It is a celebration of
the great work we do as a team and we are

delighted to be joining the force of the TJBCM
to improve patient outcomes.

 
Dr. Shaveta Mehta, Clatterbridge Cancer

Centre

Trust-wide engagement in
service improvement

We are obviously delighted to receive this
recognition. but what we are really excited about is
the process that has now started in our Trust. The
Mission allowed us to really crack open our service
and look at it. It’s highlighted to our trust - who has

been really supportive - to give resources where
needed. We are excited to see where we go from

here, which is what this is all about really. 
 

Mr. Yahia Al-Tamimi, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals

Knowledge exchange
It is a real honour and privilege to be part

of this effort. Thank you to all our MDT
for the commitment and empathy in their
delivery for brain tumour patients every
single day. I would also like to thank the
the TJBCM; the concept is fantastic and
without you nothing would be possible.
We look forward to working together,

exchanging knowledge, skills and ideas.
 

Mr. Dimitrios Paraskevopoulos, Barts Health
Trust 





Next Steps 

Ensure centres are continuing to provide treatment and care in
line with updated Standards of Excellence 
Designate the centres which have worked hard to further
develop their services over the past 36 months. 

Preparing for Re-applications

All centres, both those that obtained designation and those that did
not, will be asked to re-apply for the fourth round in 2023. This will
be an opportunity to: 

In anticipation of the next designation round, the designation
committee will be expanded, and the Standards will be reviewed. 

Publishing the Data

The TJBCM team is committed to widely disseminating the
designation data gathered, making it publicly and freely available to
all brain tumour professionals. In early 2023, the Mission will publish
a comprehensive paper which summarizes the areas of excellence,
gaps in services and challenges uncovered during the designation
initiative. 

Service Development

The Mission is working closely with the centres which have not yet
obtained designation through the provision of individual bespoke
support and the Tessa Jowell Academy. As well as ensuring all
centres attain the Standards of Excellence, the Mission is working
closely with all specialities across the UK to share best practice and
drive innovation. The Mission is working with Brain Tumour Support,
brainstrust and Brain Tumour Charity to further support centres.

1

Elevating Care for Today's Patients
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Centre of Excellence



Children with brain tumours face
unique challenges, particularly
around long-term effects both from
the tumour and the treatment. It is
our aim to ensure children receive
the best possible care close to home
while reducing the burden of a
cancer diagnosis for families. 

 
Dr. Stephen Lowis, Programme Lead 

3



Following the success of the Adult Centre of Excellence designation initiative, the
Mission launched a designation programme for NHS paediatric neuro-oncology
centres in January 2022. The programme is led by Dr. Stephen Lowis, Paediatric
Oncologist, and consists of a committee of 17 clinicians, nurses and patient and
charity representatives. The committee is currently identifying key challenges and
areas of best practice which will inform the ‘Standards of Excellence’. 

The aim of the programme is to:

 

Centre of Excellence
Designation for Children

Programme

Gain a detailed understanding of the state of UK children's brain tumour
care – identify areas of strengths and areas for further improvement

Provide hospitals detailed confidential feedback on how they compare to
peers and how they can further improve

Recognise excellent centres

Provide ongoing support to help hospitals improve and develop their
services 

Link in with and further build on current initiatives and network to
improve brain tumour care in the UK

Disseminate learnings to a national and international audience  

Brain tumours are the most common
tumours that develop in children and young
people; between 400-500 children and
young people in the UK are diagnosed with a
brain tumour each year. Paediatric neuro-
oncology presents many unique challenges
particularly around the long-term effects
both from the tumour and the treatment. 

Elevating Care for Today's Patients
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Centre of Excellence
for Children

This programme is supported by The Minderoo Foundation 



 4. Obtain Approval from
DHSC and NHS

 5. Pilot application form
with test centers 

 6. Invite all UK centres to
submit applications

 7. Assess applications

 8. Share outcome with
applicant centres

 
2. Define Standards of

Excellence 

Appointed 17 expert specialists
committed to service development
Conducted over 40 hours of expert
calls to explore challenges in the field 
Consulted with five charities focusing
on rehabilitation, education, oncology
and late effects 
Developing standards of achievable
best practice and centre assessment
questions 

Progress to date

Design application form 
Pilot for four centres 
Present to DHSC, NHS and CCLG for
approval 
Launch! 

Next Steps 

 10. Provide centres with
further feedback and

continue to support all 

 

The Process
The Paediatric Centre of Excellence initiative aims to follow the same methodology
as the adult designation initiative but be fully tailored to the unmet needs identified in
the paediatric field. Substantial progress has been made since the launch of the
programme and below outlines the steps in the development process. 

1. Identify and convene
committee of experts

 9. Announce successful
centres! 

Elevating Care for Today's Patients
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3. Design assessment

process
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Prof. Stavros Stivaros
Consultant Paediatric

Neuroradiologist 
 

Prof. Steve Clifford
Chair of Molecular

Paediatric Oncology

Dr. Amos Burke
Clinical Paediatric

Oncologist

Dr. Jennifer Kelly
GP & CEO Grace Kelly

Childhood Cancer Trust 

 

Ms. Rachel Perrow
 Paediatric Neuro-
oncology Clinical
Nurse Specialist

Dr. Kim Neuling
Consultant

Paediatrician

Dr. Simon Parke 
Consultant

Paediatrician

Dr. Dermot Murphy
Consultant Paediatric

Oncologist

Mr. Kristian
Acquilina

Consultant Paediatric
Neurosurgeon

Dr. Sophie Thomas 
Paediatric

Neuropsychologist

Prof. Kathreena
Kurian

Consultant
Neuropathologist

Prof. Richard Grundy
 Professor of Paediatric

Neuro-Oncology and
Cancer Biology

 

Dr. Steve Lowis
Designation Lead and
Consultant Paediatric

Oncologist

Dr. Nicky Huskens
TJBCM CEO 

Ms. Camille Goetz
TJBCM Director of

Programmes 

Ms. Rachel
McAndrews

Paediatric Neuro-
oncology Clinical Nurse

Specialist

Dr. Finella Craig
Consultant Paediatric

Palliative Medicine 

Designation Committee

Elevating Care for Today's Patients
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Ms. Louise Robinson
Neuro-oncology Nurse

Keyworker

Ms. Rachel Keetley 
Advanced Practitioner

Paediatric
Physiotherapist 

Ms. Catherine Fraher 
Charity Representative

Centre of Excellence
for Children



Robustness and
efficiency of
pathology pathways 
Collection of tumour
material for
histopathological and
molecular analysis as
well as for research
purposes
Timely turnaround
times to ensure
prompt start of
treatment

Neuropathology

MRI access for
routine and urgent
cases
Compliance and
acclimatisation of
children throughout
the scan 

Neuroradiology

Hospital-based
education 
Engagement
with schools
following
treatment 

Education

The committee has highlighted a number of key challenges and areas of focus in the
paediatric field along the patient pathway, which are highlighted below. 

 

Areas of focus 

Prioritisation of surgeries
Collaboration between surgeons
Involvement in wider neuro-
oncology community 

Neurosurgery

Treatment planning and
timely start of
treatment
Referral pathways 
Communication with
patients

Chemo-and radiotherapy 

Elevating Care for Today's Patients

Specialisation
(oncology and
neurosciences)
Training 
Resourcing

NursingResourcing and
access
Assessment
frequency 

Neuropsychology 

Shared Care Units
Centres providing specialist care (e.g.
proton beam therapy)
Local health care professionals
including community services and
general practitioners 

Shared Care/Transition of Care
Communication and organisation between
Primary Treatment Centre and:

As well as rehabilitation, play therapy, supportive care and many more areas! 

Holistic care &
Shared decision

making

30



Centre of Excellence
for Children



This has genuinely been THE most
exciting resource and opportunity I’ve
ever found!

Tessa Jowell Academy member 

4



Registered 
members

711

NHS centres with
members

29

Workshop
registrations

1230

The Tessa Jowell Academy is a free national learning
platform, connecting NHS brain tumour centres to share
excellence in research, treatment and care. It is by and for
the professional community, with free membership open to
academic professionals and NHS staff working with people
with brain tumours. Since launching in February 2022, the
Academy has seen significant engagement across all
specialties. 

The platform was built in response to TJBCM's Centre of
Excellence designation programme to support all brain
tumour centres to continue to innovate and improve,
regardless of Excellence status, by providing centralised
learning and networking on a digital platform. 

Peer to Peer 
matches

32

Address gaps and challenges in services 
Share excellence 
Promote interdisciplinary networks
Deliver expert-led content
Promote open clinical trials across hospitals
Support business case writing
Develop attractive training courses
Support research and funding

The Academy aims to tackle identified unmet needs, specifically to: 

Academy Snapshot

Register as an Academy member by scanning
this QR code

Connect and Train the NHS

33

Academy

This programme is supported by the Tessa Jowell Foundation through an Eranda Rothschild
Foundation grant 



Connect and Train the NHS

Jan-Feb 2022
Promotion & Launch 

The platform was launched with speakers
from The Brain Tumour Charity & the

Tessa Jowell Foundation. Members from
29 centres registered and two workshop

series started 

Nov 2021-Jan 2022 
User Testing 
User tested the digital platform and
content across various user groups
through multiple iterations and started
building content

Academy Timeline
Sep 2021- Oct 2022 

Sep-Nov 2021 
Co-Design 

Faculty and Founding Committee 
(40 NHS professionals from brain cancer

centres across the UK) outlined unmet
needs and co-designed content/features

to address these needs

Aug 2021 
Recruitment
Recruited an Academy Manager with seed
funding from the Tessa Jowell Foundation
and core TJBCM budget. Enlisted a
diverse group of NHS professionals for
the Founding Committee and Faculty to
design and drive the Academy

March-Oct 2022 
Live 
Delivered monthly workshops, set up
national networks, matched peers through
Peer Connect, added to the Resources
Library, collected member feedback and
co-designed new features

With input
from the
Mission's
partner

organisations 
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Academy



The Platform
Main features

Connect and Train the NHS

The Academy is a members-only digital platform available from any desktop or hand-
held device. The platform is easily accessible through a simple registration form and
log-in. Once logged in, members can access all features and content. 

Homepage
The front page gives a snapshot of
the platform, showcasing the latest
events and news, with a user-friendly
menu at the top to browse features
and content.

33 Webinars 
7 External webinars 
5 Business Case examples
8 Guidelines
4 Commonly used AHP Resources

Resource Library
The Resource Library contains: 

and all upcoming workshops, a Patient
Charity Directory and Centre of
Excellence documentation.

Members Directory
The Directory lists all 29 Academy
centres and over 700 members
(including their roles).
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3 National Networks
3 Working Groups
A Peer to Peer Connect
Service to match with a peer
on a specific topic, with 32
requests to date
Set up new networks! 

Connect
The Connect section allows
members to join:

Events
The Events section shows the
upcoming webinars, meetings, panels,
workshops and external conferences
that members can register for.

Open Drug Trials
Open Drug Trials with
Limitations
Upcoming Trials 
Recently Completed Trials.

Clinical Trials Finder
A bespoke set of lists of
interventional novel trials in NHS
centres recruiting brain tumour
patients nationally. The 17 current
trials are kept up to date by a
clinician network and sorted based
on four different categories: 

Academy

Events include
'(Virtual) Coffee Q&A'
with partner charities

to discuss their
patient services

Workshops include
Funding Brain Tumour

Research webinars
with key funders



Since launching in February 2022, membership has grown to over 700 active
members from 29 NHS UK centres. Centres have shown commitment to national
peer learning and collaboration. The map below highlights the number of registered
Academy members per centre and some examples of engagement.

Member Activity Map

8

15   

7   

14   

17  

26   
33   6   

A neurosurgeon delivered a
workshop to 46 nurses on the

'Fundamentals of Neurosurgery' 

A therapeutic radiographer set
up the 'National Therapeutic

Radiographers Network'

Several physiotherapists
delivered a workshop on their
rehab pathway and connected
with eight other centres after

this to share information

A clinical neurobiologist joined the Academy Faculty
for Medical & Research Specialties to contribute new

features and content ideas for this group

6   
2   

25   

13
4   

2
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14   

19   

15 2

27

3245
39

50 9

22
7

Two clinical nurse
specialist's delivered a

workshop on the
'Fundamentals of

Wound Management' to
30 other nurses

A neuroradiologist delivered the
'Fundamentals of Imaging' workshop

to 40 nurses

A team presented on their
prehabilitation pathway to

28 allied health
professionals and
supported another

centre's service set-up

A neuropathologist
delivered a workshop to

25 nurses on the
'Fundamentals of

Neuropathology' & set up
the 'Equity in Genomics

Working Group'

31   17   

9

A specialist nurse joined
the Academy Faculty for
nurses and contributed

resources for other
hospitals on The Brain

Tumour Charity's BRIAN
app for patients

Several allied health professionals
connected with another centre to

share information on expanding their
services supporting awake

craniotomy surgery

Two neuropsychologists took
part in a national panel on

neuropsychology services to 28
allied health professionals

A speech and language
therapist joined the Academy

Faculty for allied health
professionals, shaping the

Academy features and
content for their speciality

across the UK 

*Academy member numbers in blue represent centres that are designated Tessa Jowell Centres of Excellence

Number of members per centre

Connect and Train the NHS
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Workshop 
sign ups

1230

of workshop attendees would recommend
sessions to a colleague98%

Workshops 
delivered

33
Hours of content

available

180

Improved confidence in MDT participation and
knowledge of other sub specialties

Improved collaboration on service
improvement through a national network

Workshops have been the Academy's most popular feature, accessible to all
members both live and on-demand. Currently all workshops are virtual to ensure
accessibility, but we aim to deliver hybrid events in the future. All workshops have an
option for attendees, both live and on-demand, to download an attendance
certificate to add to their personal professional portfolios.

Impact

Connect and Train the NHS
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Academy

Benefits of the Academy based on member feedback

Increased neuro-oncology learning
opportunities

Increased neuro-oncology networking
opportunities & specialist support



Connect and Train the NHS

Case Studies
Fundamentals of Neuro-Onc
Challenge: There is no national 'brain tumour nurse training course' and
learning is mostly done on the job and through limited and expensive
in-person courses.

Academy feature: The Fundamentals of Neuro-Oncology is a digital
course covering the fundamentals of brain tumour specialties in bite-
size sessions every month. Accessible live with Q&A and on-demand. 

Outcome: Attendees have noted improved knowledge, with one centre
signposting all new staff in neuro-oncology to attend the course. The
course is now also attended by new trainees in other specialties.

Challenge: Many centres are going through the same challenges, with
no centralised way of connecting. Many members report not knowing
how other hospitals tackle certain issues. 

Academy feature: The Academy has a Peer Connect service for
members to request to be matched with another centre for support on
a specific topic or challenge. 

Outcome: So far, 30 members have been connected from centres
across the UK. One centre is now setting up a new prehab service with
support from another centre's prehab model after being connected. 

Spotlight on AHPs
Challenge: Allied health services vary greatly from hospital to hospital.
Services and pathways are designed in different ways. Some AHP
teams are very small and some members have reported they feel
isolated with few opportunities for networking. 

Academy feature: In the AHP Spotlight Series, hospitals take turns to
present their care pathways followed by constructive discussions
every month. Accessible live with Q&A and on-demand. 

Outcome: A popular workshop series with fruitful discussions.
Attendees from four centres have noted feeling less isolated and after
the first session, one centre was approached by eight other centres
who wanted to implement their ideas. 

Peer Connections

How the Academy is addressing unmet needs
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Radiographers Network
Challenge: Specialised Therapeutic Radiographers across the UK have
few opportunities to network and learn more about each other's roles
and pathways.   

Academy feature: The Academy now has a National Therapeutic
Radiographers Network, available to members on the platform. 

Outcome: So far, Therapeutic Radiographers from 17 centres have
joined this network and met up virtually to collaborate on a project. 

Business Cases
Challenge: NHS staff have to write business cases to justify building
out a team or to further develop a service. Writing these and gathering
the required evidence is challenging and time consuming.   

Academy feature: The Academy has built a bank of successful
business cases from peers to help other members. 

Outcome: Business case examples have been downloaded by over 50
members. One centre is using an Academy template to structure their
current case for an additional Specialist Physiotherapist to develop
their Awake Craniotomy service. 

Clinical Trials Finder
Challenge: It is difficult to find accurate up-to-date information on open
novel drug trials to refer patients to outside own centre. 

Academy feature: The Academy has a clinician-developed Clinical
Trials Finder, split into relevant categories and kept up to date by a
centre network. 

Outcome: Clinicians can now easily find up to date trials that might be
suitable for their patients in other centres. 



Prof. Adam Waldman
Chair of Neuroradiology
University of Edinburgh

Prof. Catherine McBain
Clinical Consultant Oncologist 

The Christie, Manchester

Ms. Karthica Indramohan
Specialist Therapy Radiographer

(Neuro-Oncology) 
University College London

Hospital

Ms. Ellie Stephenson
Clinical Lead Physiotherapist

(Neuro-Oncology)
Leeds Teaching Hospital

Mr. Pietro D'Urso
Consultant Neurosurgeon

Salford Royal Hospital

Ms. Rachel MacArthur
Neuro-Oncology Clinical Nurse

Specialist
Royal Surrey County Hospital 

Academy Committee
Founding Committee

The Founding Committee co-designed the Academy and continues to collaboratively
design the strategy and drive content and feature development. 

Caroline Barber Miller 
Ellie Stephenson 
Karthica Indramohan 
Alison Gullvag 
Emily Machell 
Helen Urwin 
Nicola Gibbs 
Nicola Peat 
Seonaid Ewan 
Charlotte Smith 

Amy Davies 
Kelly Gray 
Aoife Williamson
Claire Laylock
Sara Melhuish
Lindsay Sudell
Carol West 
Esther Buckland
Pietro D’urso
Adam Waldman 

Catherine McBain 
Ciaran Hill 
Kathreena Kurian 
Oliver Hanemann
Helen Benghiat
Erica Beaumont 
Lucy Brazil 
Shaveta Mehta 
TaiChung Lam
Jillian Maccoll 

Lorraine Muffett 
Paolo Jose Deluna 
Ingela Oberg 
Victoria Hurwitz 
Joe Keating 
Rachel MacArthur 
Kerry Miles
Shona Floyd (The
Brain Tumour Charity)

The Faculty is split up into three core groups: Medical and Research, Nurses and
Allied Health Professionals. These groups represent their specialties and feedback on
unmet needs and deliver new content and features. Faculty members:

Connect and Train the NHS

The Faculty

We thank our Mission partners for co-designing and contributing content: Cancer Research UK, National Institute of Health
Research, The Brain Tumour Charity, Brainstrust, Brain Tumour Research and Brain Tumour Support
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Next Steps

Develop relevant partnerships & increase funding

To ensure the growth and relevance of the Academy, the team will
continue to collaborate with relevant partners to co-design content,
features and share ideas. The Academy will also seek to increase its
funding and upgrade its digital platform. 

Plan for the year ahead

Deepen Current Offering

The platform must continually evolve to meet the professional
community's unmet needs and requests. The current existing
networks, courses and resources will continue to grow further. In
addition, there is a stream of requested new features and content
currently in development, which will be launched to expand the
current offering. 

1

Service Development

The Academy has members from 29 NHS brain cancer centres, of
which 17 are Centres of Excellence. With support of the Academy,
we aim that in time, all centres will be awarded Centre of Excellence
status. The team wants to ensure that there are relevant materials
present on the platform for every centre and good engagement
from all centres, alongside partner organisations. 

2

3

Connect and Train the NHS
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The Tessa Jowell Fellowship
programme serves as a 'finishing
school for brain tumours' to equip
young professionals with in-depth
brain tumour expertise and
experience.

 
Dr. Sarah Jefferies, Programme Lead 
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Update
Recruitment will soon open for the first ever fully funded Tessa Jowell Neuro-
Oncology Fellowship, co-funded by the Tessa Jowell Foundation and the National
Institute of Health Research.

Programme Lead: Dr. Sarah Jefferies

Faculty:
Dr. Juanita Lopez
Prof. Anthony Chalmers
Dr. Faye Robertson
Dr. Gillian Whitfield
Dr. Cressida Lorimer
Mr. Michael Jenkinson
Dr. Gerry Thompson
Dr. Fiona McKevitt
Dr. Kathreena Kurian
Dr. Helen Bulbeck 

Purpose 
This programme focuses on designing and obtaining funding for up to nine annual
fellowships to enable newly qualified medical and clinical oncologists, neurologists,
pathologists or radiologists to specialise for a year in brain tumours. 

Working with the NHS we will establish programmes to train the UK’s first generation
of brain tumour-specific physicians, integrated within the Mission's ecosystem of
support and innovation. This programme has received support from the Royal College
of Radiologists and the Royal College of Physicians. 

Tessa Jowell
Fellows

Connect and Train the NHS Fellows
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Support clinicians with a demonstrable interest in neuro-oncology with further
training
Cultivate the future leaders in neuro-oncology to deliver high impact, practice-
changing clinical trials as Chief Investigators. 

Aims



Develop skills and familiarity in surgical decision-making, advanced techniques,
and the management of complications.
Receive a framework for the management of neurological sequalae of brain
tumours.
Appreciate the role of neuroimaging in assessing brain tumours and the role of
novel imaging modalities.
Develop skills in planning and delivery of complex radiotherapy.
Develop skills and familiarity with clinical trial development and conduct.

The first neuro-oncology fellowship aims to enable newly qualified medical and
clinical oncologists to specialise in brain tumours. Fellows will gain insight and
understanding in all specialities involved in brain tumour management, with an in-
depth focus on the latest radiotherapy treatments as well as comprehensive training
in clinical trial design. 

 A TJBCM fellow will:

Modules: 

To keep up to date with the Fellowship programme, visit: 
 www.tessajowellbraincancermission.org/strategic-programmes/tessa-jowell-fellows/

Module B
 

Advanced radiotherapy
techniques

 
4 months

Neuro-oncology
Fellowship
Curriculum

Module A
 Neurosurgery/neurology

/neuroradiology/
neuropathology 

 
4 months

Module C 
 

Early phase clinical trial
design, delivery and

experience
 

4 months

Connect and Train the NHS
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There is a particular opportunity to
leverage the outstanding
neuroscience and developmental
biology community in the UK to
improve understanding of brain
tumours.

Professor Steve Pollard, Programme Lead 
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Purpose
To support an increase in quality, quantity and diversity in brain cancer research in
the UK, the TJBCM will regularly design workshops with the Department of Health
and Social Care (DHSC) to support brain tumour researchers. Workshops may focus
on topics such as open funding calls, successfully obtaining funding or how to write a
high-quality proposal. Workshops are recorded and made available to view on the
TJBCM's Academy platform. 

Workshops to date 
In December 2021, the TJBCM held a series of bespoke research workshops with the
aim to increase awareness of open funding calls available to brain tumour scientists
and the number of high-quality funding applications in brain tumour research. Each
speaker covered the common elements of strong applications, discussed possible
pitfalls, and provided an overview of relevant funding opportunities from their
organisations. Speakers joined from the National Institute for Health Research,
Medical Research Council, Cancer Research UK, The Brain Tumour Charity and Brain
Tumour Research. These sessions are available to view on the Academy.

The Mission will continue to develop workshops with the DHSC and other partners.

Research Workshops

Accelerate Brain Tumour Research
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Research Workshops

Examples below from Research Funding workshops in 2021. 



We are delighted to be partnering 
with the Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer
Mission on this initiative. A similar
programme in neuromuscular
diseases – which, like brain tumours,
have large unmet needs and a limited
number of patients available to be
enrolled into clinical trials – has run
successfully for a decade and has
received extremely positive feedback
from past applicants.

Dr. Karen Noble, Director of Research, Policy and
Innovation, Brain Tumour Research 
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Purpose 

                                

Aim
To bring more effective treatments successfully into human trials by supporting
academic scientists and pharmaceutical companies to accelerate novel therapeutics
from pre-clinical work, with guidance from an international, multi-disciplinary
committee of experts. 

Process

Progress and next steps: 
The team is currently preparing the launch of the programme. We are recruiting a
committee, designing the process and taking expressions of interest from potential
applicants for the first round. Register interest online:
www.tessajowellbraincancermission.org/strategic-programmes/btr-nta

Brain Tumour Research
Novel Therapeutics

Accelerator (BTR- NTA)

Accelerate Brain Tumour Research
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BTR-NTA

Application

Committee Review

Move Forward

Committee of up to ten expert reviews written evidence and oral
examination to obtain high quality feedback on work done to date

Applicant submits and presents pre-clinical data and future plans to
committee

Candidates will receive guidance on how to position their therapeutics
going forward and endorsement for potential funders

Giving independent and transparent advice to maximise success
 
 
Identifying potential pitfalls in clinical trial design

A brand-new accelerator programme has been funded by
Brain Tumour Research to review and provide guidance
on the development of novel treatments, led by a
multidisciplinary international group of experts by: 

http://www.tessajowellbraincancermission.org/strategic-programmes/n-tab


The Tessa Jowell BRAIN MATRIX is a
first-of-its-kind study that will
ultimately enable doctors to treat
brain tumours with drugs that are
more targeted than ever before.

 
The Brain Tumour Charity 
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Insufficient material for testing 
Lack of routine submission of samples by clinicians 
Complexity of consent
Lengthy genomic tests turnaround times and subsequent treatment delays 
Actions taken following identification of actionable mutations.

brain tumour centres to participate in clinical trials by improving “trial readiness”. 
The platform provides a rich clinical, molecular and radiological assessment, to
provide patients and clinicians with a fully integrated diagnosis of their disease. This
also enables the screening of patients for eligibility for currently open drug trials. The
BRAIN-MATRIX is being funded with a £2.8m investment from The Brain Tumour
Charity and is supported by Genomics England.

Improving UK trial readiness and genetic testing capabilities through a national
effort
Trial readiness is a common challenge in multi-centre trials. While the BRAIN MATRIX
team has already significantly improved trial readiness across the board, the team
has also uncovered outstanding challenges and barriers. The Mission is now working
with the BRAIN-MATRIX team and a newly launched "Equity in Genomic Testing
Working Group" to understand, address and overcome such challenges in both the
standard of care and trial setting. 

Five task and finish working groups have been established, focused on tackling:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tessa Jowell
BRAIN-MATRIX

Advance Clinical Trial Infrastructure
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BRAIN-MATRIX

Recruitment
To date, nine centres on the platform are open and recruiting patients with three
more centres in the process of opening and one centre undergoing feasibility
preparations. 

Purpose 
The Tessa Jowell BRAIN-MATRIX is an independent trial that is
run from the Clinical Trials Unit in Birmingham and supported by
members of the TJBCM team. This precision medicine initiative is
a UK wide trial, which aims to increase opportunities for brain
tumour patients to be matched with novel treatments and equip



This incredibly exciting new
programme enables us to analyse the
mutations driving a patient’s tumour in
real-time.

Mr. Richard Mair, Programme Lead 
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Genomic sampling and sequencing pipelines.
Precision medicine programme to inform clinical treatment.
Discovery science to identify new therapeutic targets.

Improve understanding of the molecular drivers of brain tumours and change the
culture of clinical care.
Build the systems and infrastructure to deliver universal access to targeted and
personalised care for patients with brain cancer.
Share lessons with other Trusts to improve trial readiness.

Purpose

Aims
The programme aims to integrate precision medicine – where genomic information
about a person’s tumour is used to diagnose and plan targeted treatment – into
routine care in the NHS clinical setting for brain tumour patients. The programme is
helping to build the infrastructure and systems required by implementing a workflow
across three integrated arms:

Objectives

Updates 
To date, the programme has enrolled many patients who receive care at Cambridge
University Hospitals.

Minderoo Precision Brain
Tumour Programme

Advance Clinical Trial Infrastructure
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Minderoo Precision
Brain Tumour
Programme

In 2021-22, the Mission started supporting a second precision
medicine programme, piloted in a single centre. The Minderoo
Precision Brain Tumour Programme, in partnership with the
Minderoo Foundation, University of Cambridge, the NHS, and
Illumina, aims to provide brain cancer patients living in the
East of England region access to a new level of innovation
and excellence in treatment and care. This is an independent
initiative, which is supported by the Tessa Jowell Brain
Cancer Mission, who played a key role in setting up the
initiative prior to handover to Cambridge University Hospitals.



Incorporating as a Community Interest
Company has allowed us to focus on
financial sustainability and formalising
ownership of our programmes,
creating lasting partnerships with
supporting organisations.

Dr. Nicky Huskens, TJBCM CEO
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Why we incorporated
Over the years, the TJBCM has grown in size and remit. As it moved from strategy to
delivery, the leadership undertook an assessment of the Mission's operation model -
an unincorporated convening body - and concluded it no longer served its purpose.
The decision to formally incorporate was made to enable efficient management of
income and expenditure, improve public accountability through regulatory reporting
and manage intellectual property.

Five key principles were followed in the design of a new structure

Becoming a
Community Interest

Company

Company Operations
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1
To change as little as possible in the day-to-day running of the programmes
within the Mission

To ensure the JSB remains the key body for oversight and strategic direction

To facilitate JSB members to remain involved and hold TJBCM to account,
without taking up a regulated position 

To empower day-to-day employees to manage the execution, accounting
and legal reporting with high level of transparency to JSB

To enshrine a commitment to the brain tumour community

2

3

4

5

The chosen structure: Community Interest
Company
The purpose of CIC is primarily one of community
benefit rather than private profit. CICs main
defining features are: i) An asset lock which
requires the value of the company’s assets to be
retained within the company to support its
activities or otherwise used to benefit the
community ii) Yearly reports to the CIC regulatory
body demonstrating that the company is truly
adhering to its social/community purpose. 

Operations



Mission Delivery
Costs

The Mission runs on a lean and cost-effective budget with three main expenditures:

 

As a Community Interest Company, the Mission is legally committed to reinvesting
any budget surplus into the company and its programmes. 

The Missions overall expenditures for the period of the 1 October 2021 to 30
September 2022 are outlined below: 

Expenditures  £230,000

+ Programme Costs                                      
+ Personnel Costs                   
employees + research assistants               

+ Operational Costs                                       

Outlook
The Mission has increased its income over the past 12 months to deliver the
ambitious programme portfolio, which has been developing in remit and size. The aim
is to continue to grow sustainably through further investment from both current and
new partners. The Mission does not directly raise from the public to avoid
infringement on the activities of existing partner charities. 

Company Operations

Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission CIC

Figure 1 - Expenditures for TJBCM for  1 October 2021 - 30 September 2022.  Please note figures are an approximation. 
 Excludes funding provided directly from funding partners to TJBCM-supported projects e.g. The Minderoo Precision
Medicine Programme and The BRAIN-MATRIX

Programme Costs 
Programme running costs including in-person meetings and academy platform development 

Personnel Costs  
Three full time employees and freelance research assistants (3)
Operational Costs 
Company running costs including IT, insurance, legal and accounting. 

£35,000 

£180,000

£15,000

A special thank you to ACT For Cancer for
advising and supporting the Mission in its
business operations  
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Our Commitments

2

Include all specialties 
The Mission supports all specialties involved in brain

tumour treatment and care. Programmes are by and

for all specialties, including nurses and allied health

professionals in hospital and community settings. 

3

4

Company Operations

The Mission is driven by five core commitments which put excellence and equity at
the heart of its work.

Be community-led and defined
The Mission is built on collaboration between the

government, NHS, charities and other professional

organisations to share insights, knowledge and skills.

All programmes are co-designed and members are

carefully consulted in processes. 

Train and develop our members  
Learning and development is at the heart of the

Mission - both through our Academy and within the

company, with a strong commitment to continuously

train and develop our employees. 

Ensure geographical equity
The Mission supports all centres equitably,

irrespective of location and size. Programmes and

projects are designed and delivered by experts from

across the UK.

1 Put patients first and foremost  
The Mission is committed to involving patients and

their families in the shaping of its strategy and the

development of its programmes, alongside partners. 

5

The Mission is committed to achieving a working environment which provides equality of opportunity and freedom
from unlawful discrimination on the grounds of race, sex, pregnancy and maternity, marital or civil partnership

status, gender reassignment, disability, religion or beliefs, age or sexual orientation. We work hard to identify and
remove unfair and discriminatory practices within the Mission. We encourage full contribution from our diverse

community. The Mission is committed to actively opposing all forms of discrimination.
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TJBCM Partners 

Get Involved

OperationsCompany Operations
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For partnerships, new programmes and general
enquiries - contact Dr. Nicky Huskens, CEO:
nicky.huskens@tessajowellbcm.org 

To get involved in any of TJBCM's programmes -
contact Ms. Camille Goetz, Director of
Programmes and Operations:
camille.goetz@tessajowellbcm.org

Follow us on Twitter: @TessaJ_Academy 
Website: tessajowellbraincancermission.org
Address: 42 Orchard Road, Highgate, London,
N6 5TR
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