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The Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission (TJBCM) is a Community Interest Company which delivers
transformative national programmes to improve brain tumour research, treatment, and care in the
UK. The TJBCM design and deliver a national portfolio of eight innovative programmes focused on
accelerating research, advancing clinical trial infrastructure, improving care for today’s patients, and
connecting and training NHS staff. The Mission is unique in uniting academics, healthcare
professionals, patients and representatives from 15 key organisations to deliver eight exciting and
innovative programmes. 

The Mission’s work is funded and supported by the government through the National Institute of
Health Research, as well as ten influential cancer charities. Over 94 NHS doctors, nurses, allied
health professionals and scientists from across the UK work daily with the Mission to design and
deliver its programmes, which are jointly delivered with its partner organisations. 

The Brain Tumour Research Novel Therapeutics Accelerator (BTR-NTA) is one of eight strategic
programmes run by the Mission.

The Tessa Jowell
Brain Cancer Mission

The Mission's work is supported by 15 partner organisations, including the government and
patient charities, of which 12 directly fund it’s work. 

Our
partners
Our
partners

Funding partners:Funding partners: Strategic partners:Strategic partners:



BTR-NTA
Overview

Researchers at any stage of therapeutic development may
apply to BTR-NTA. Accepted applicants obtain access to up
to 240 hours of expert time (including in-person time) and
proceed as outlined in the figure 2.

How it works

Why BTR-NTA

Developing a comprehensive translational programme for brain tumours involves navigating numerous
challenges, including robustness of preclinical studies, safety, clinical trial design, understanding and
addressing regulatory requirements, and funding (see Figure 1). 

Recognising the difficulty of this journey, the Brain Tumour Research Novel Therapeutics Accelerator (BTR-NTA)
was launched in 2023. The BTR-NTA is an international, multidisciplinary accelerator programme providing
independent expert guidance to de-risk drug or device development through systematic evaluation. Supported by
Brain Tumour Research, BTR-NTA is free for academic applicants.

Programme objectives

The BTR-NTA programme exists to help enable promising
therapeutics for patients with brain tumours reach the clinic
in a timely way. It achieves this objective by: 

2. Highlighting potential pitfalls or risks to save researchers
precious time and resources, and prevent them from
going down the wrong path.

3. Recommending avenues for potential partnerships 
or funding to enable researchers to carry out high-
quality work.

4. Strengthening international collaboration and research 
in the brain tumour field.

1. Providing researchers with new insights and ideas 
to strengthen and optimise future work.

1. Applicants
confidentially submit

work to date and 
future plans 

3.  Applicants and
committee meet 

in-person to evaluate
submission

4. Applicants receive
comprehensive

feedback with guidance
on next steps

2. Applicants' work
is reviewed by
committee of

experts

Figure 2

Figure 1
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Mr Ryan Mathew
 
Consultant
Neurosurgeon, Leeds
Teaching Hospitals
NHS Trust (UK)

Prof. Ruman Rahman
 
Professor of Molecular
Neuro-Oncology,
University of
Nottingham (UK)

Prof. Kanneboyina
Nagaraju
 
Dean, School of
Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Binghamton
University (USA)

Dr Juanita Lopez 
(Chair) 

Medical Oncologist, 
The Royal Marsden NHS
Trust (UK) 

Dr Dione Kobayashi
 
Head of Therapeutics,
Amplify (USA) 

Joanna Tufnell
 
Regulatory
Professional, Various
(UK)

Dr Constanze Ochmann
 
Patient Advocate and
Director of CMC (UK)

Dr Edward Kaye
 
CEO and Director,
Aurora Therapeutics
(USA) 

Dr Javad Nazarian 

Head of DMG/DIPG
Research Centre,
University Children’s
Hospital Zurich (CHE)

Prof. Petra Hamerlik
(Vice-chair)

Chair of Translational
Neuro-Oncology,
University of Manchester
(UK)

The BTR-NTA programme is led by a Core Committee of 15 
international experts from within and outside the brain tumour field. 
The multidisciplinary committee spans the drug development pathway 
to support longitudinal collaboration and avoid a siloed approach to
research. The Core Committee are supported by an extended bank 
of experts, who provide input as needed, depending on the types 
of therapies that apply to the programme. 

BTR-NTA Committee
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Prof. Darren Hargrave  

Clinical Professor of
Paediatric Neuro-
oncology, UCL Great
Ormond Street Institute
of Child Health (UK)

Dr Helen Bulbeck

Patient advocate,
brainstrust (UK)

Dr Erik Sulman
 
Chair, Department of
Radiation Oncology
Executive Director
(interim), Duke Cancer
Institute, Duke
University (USA)

Prof. Paul Brennan 
 
Professor of Clinical
and Experimental
Neurosurgery,
Honorary Consultant
Neurosurgeon,
University of Edinburgh
(UK)

Prof. Artie Romero

Professor of Medicine
and Director of
Medicinal Chemistry,
Washington University
School of Medicine
(USA)



BTR-NTA review meetings are held twice yearly. Please visit the TJBCM
website to find out the upcoming dates and locations. 

Up to four suitable applicants will be chosen for their projects to be
reviewed. Each applicant's project is reviewed over half a day, and the
applicant is required to attend in-person for a 90-minute question and
answer session with the review panel. There will also be time before and
after this for the applicants and review committee to meet over tea/coffee. 

Meetings are held in-person to provide the opportunity for collaborative
discussions between applicants and reviewers. 

BTR-NTA Review
Meetings 
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1. Am I eligible to apply?

The BTR-NTA welcomes researchers developing any type of therapy for patients with a brain
tumour (including delivery technologies and devices): 

Both academic and industry researchers
At any stage of preclinical or clinical work (as long as lead compound identified)
With a paediatric or adult focus
Developing novel or repurposed therapeutics. 
From anywhere in the world

BTR-NTA also welcomes research groups who have a therapy for another indication, but are
considering brain cancer as a new indication.

2. What sorts of guidance / feedback can I seek?

You can seek guidance in a range of areas including: preclinical study robustness, safety, clinical
trial design, understanding and addressing regulatory requirements, and commercialisation.

3. How is the feedback report shared?

The feedback report is returned to you 6-8 weeks after the In-Person Review Meeting. 
We will only share the report with you (the applicant), unless you have given us permission to do
otherwise. 
If you share the report with funders or other organisations, you are required to share the full and
unmodified version in order to reflect the complete opinions of the BTR-NTA committee. 
A brief, non-confidential summary will be published on the BTR-NTA website to allow the public
to see that reviews have taken place. This summary will be agreed on by you and the BTR-NTA
committee. 

4. How much does the BTR-NTA process cost?

The review process is free for academic / non-commercial applicants. A nominal sliding fee will
be charged to industry applicants based on the size of the company.
Academic applicants will be asked to pay an administration fee to secure a place on this sought
after programme.
You will be responsible for funding your own travel costs and accommodation to attend the
meeting. 

FAQs
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5. Is the process confidential?

To protect your intellectual property, the review process is conducted under a strict
confidentiality agreement and all reviewers are assessed for conflicts of interest prior to
every in-person meeting. 
The names and institutions of the reviewers will be shared with you, so you can also
identify if there will be a potential conflict of interest. 
Any intellectual property produced during the review process remains with you.
Prior to submitting your full application form, you will sign an Applicant Agreement which
outlines: the confidentiality and conflicts of interest process, your obligations when
sharing the feedback report, as well as timelines etc. 

6. Can I receive ongoing guidance and feedback following the
BTR-NTA review?

The BTR-NTA review process is a one-off review and the committee will not provide
ongoing guidance.
We welcome you to re-apply at a later date if your programme has progressed
substantially.  

7. Will I receive funding from BTR-NTA?

The BTR-NTA review process is independent of funders, and no funding will be awarded
as part of the review. 
The BTR-NTA feedback report can however be shared with funders, and may help you
facilitate a funding application.  
The BTR-NTA Committee may also recommend potential avenues for partnerships or
funding as part of the review.

8. Will I receive a score or endorsement from BTR-NTA?

The feedback report will describe the strengths and potential pitfalls/risks of your work
to date, provide guidance on next steps, and will aim to answer your questions. 
No numerical score or endorsement will be given as part of the review. 
The BTR-NTA review process is focused on being educational, and does not assign any
status in terms of funding or regulatory potential. 
The BTR-NTA review will not grade the quality of the therapeutic. 
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T minus 5 to 5.5 months Pre-Applications open

T minus 3 to 4 months

Pre-Applications close and forms returned 

The BTR-NTA committee selects suitable applicants to
proceed for full review process

Selected applicants sent Full Application Form

T minus 2 to 3 months Full Applications returned to be reviewed by expert committee

Time 0 In-Person BTR-NTA Review Meeting with Applicants and
Reviewers

T plus 6 to 8 weeks Feedback Report returned to applicant 

Application Process
and Timelines

You will initially be asked to complete a brief Pre-Application Form to assess your suitability for
the BTR-NTA programme. The Pre-Application Form also helps us to tailor the expert review
committee to your needs. To request a Pre-Application Form, please contact the BTR-NTA
programme manager or visit the BTR-NTA website (details on page 10).

Based on the Pre-Application Forms, the BTR-NTA committee will select up to four suitable
applicants, who will then be asked to complete a Full Application Form. This form will request
more detailed information on your completed and proposed pre-clinical and clinical work.

The BTR-NTA expert reviewers will review the Full Application Forms prior to the In-Person
Review Meeting, and the meeting will be used to further clarify and discuss important matters.

Timelines* 

*Dates are approximations and subject to change
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Contact Information
If you are interested in applying, please contact the BTR-NTA Programme
Management Team for further information 
eloise.lines@tessajowellbcm.org
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Thank you to Brain Tumour Research for
providing a specific grant to support the
BTR-NTA programme. 

Scan here to download a
pre-application form
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