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Disclaimer:

The therapies discussed in this document are in various stages of experimental development
and are not yet approved for general patient use. They are currently being evaluated for
safety and efficacy. Patients are encouraged to consult with their treating healthcare
professional to explore potential clinical trial opportunities or other available treatment
options. 

This document is provided for information purposes only and should not be considered
medical advice. The Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission are not liable for any actions taken
based on the information presented. Always seek the guidance of qualified healthcare
professionals for medical decisions.

The purpose of the BTR-NTA Committee is to review, guide and provide recommendation to
applicant academic and industry researchers developing novel therapies for brain tumours.
Neither the Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission nor any Committee Member shall be liable for
the comments or recommendations (whether oral or written) made, nor shall the applicant
researchers be under any obligation to follow such recommendations or act upon any
comments made by the BTR-NTA Committee or the BTR-NTA Programme. 

The BTR-NTA Programme is not an endorsement by the BTR-NTA or the TJBCM that a drug
or technology has any particular status from a regulatory or funding perspective. The BTR-
NTA Programme is run for purely advisory and educational purposes and does not assign any
grading of the quality of the drugs or any planned programmes.



Therapeutic strategy:  Treatment of glioblastoma by targeting IL13Ra2 with the novel
immunotoxin, GB-13 
Applicant: Targepeutics, USA
Non-confidential summary: Targepeutics, a company based in the USA, applied with GB-13,
an immunotoxin targeting IL13Rα2 in glioblastoma and paediatric midline glioma. The
company sought feedback on its preclinical development strategy, UK and EU regulatory
strategy, and potential funding opportunities.

Therapeutic strategy: Clinical development of VTK-125, a pan-RAS degrading enzyme,
for glioblastoma
Applicant: Vitarka Therapeutics, United Kingdom
Non-confidential summary: Vitarka Therapeutics, a company based in the UK, applied with
VTK-125, which uses EndoPore® technology to selectively deliver a pan-RAS degrading
enzyme into glioblastoma tumour cells. The company sought feedback on its preclinical
development strategy, early clinical trial design, and strategic positioning within the
glioblastoma treatment landscape.

Therapeutic strategy:  WPD401: A Next-Generation Targeted Cancer Therapy
Applicant: WPD Pharmaceuticals, Poland
Non-confidential summary: WPD Pharmaceuticals, a company based in Poland, applied
with WPD401 (QUAD-DM1), a multivalent antibody-drug conjugate being developed for
glioblastoma. The company sought feedback on its preclinical and clinical development
strategy, drug delivery approach, and patient and public involvement.
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Therapeutic strategy: An ALK2 inhibitor for the treatment of Diffuse Midline Glioma
specifically Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DMG/DIPG)
Applicant: Agora Open Science Trust/M4K Pharma, Canada 
Non-confidential summary: Agora Open Science Trust, a Canadian charity, and its wholly
owned company, M4K Pharma, applied with their ALK2 inhibitor – M4K2009. M4K2009 is
a brain-penetrant small molecule inhibitor being developed for ALK2-mutant DIPG. The
Agora team sought feedback on their toxicology program, manufacturing/formulation, and
regulatory requirements.  

Therapeutic strategy: Implantable bioelectronic therapy for glioblastoma
Applicant: Oncoelectronics, France
Non-confidential summary: Oncoelectronics, a company based in France, applied with their
implantable bioelectronic device - FloraVita. The device aims to use pulsed electric fields to
improve the treatment of glioblastoma. The company requested input on preclinical
strategy, clinical trial design and regulatory strategy. 

Therapeutic strategy:  Evaluating the efficacy of a MERTK inhibitor in the treatment of
sporadic and NF2-related schwannomas and meningiomas
Applicant: University of Plymouth, UK
Non-confidential summary: Dr Sylwia Ammoun and her team applied with their MERTK
inhibitor; a small molecule kinase inhibitor being repurposed for the treatment of sporadic
and NF2-related schwannomas and meningiomas. The team sought feedback on their
preclinical strategy, patient and public involvement strategy, and potential avenues for
funding and strategic partnerships. 

Therapeutic strategy: Development of small molecule electroceuticals for brain cancer
treatment
Applicant: Amlal Pharmaceuticals, USA
Non-confidential summary: Amlal Pharmaceuticals, a biotechnology company based in the
USA, applied with their brain-penetrant small molecule targeted towards the GABA-A
receptor. The therapy aims to target GABA-A receptors on cancer cells to sensitise brain
tumours to existing treatments. Feedback was sought on indication selection and
regulatory strategy. 
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Therapeutic strategy: A small molecule inhibitor of oligodendrocyte transcription
factor 2 (OLIG2) 
Applicant: Curtana Pharmaceuticals, USA 
Non-confidential summary: Curtana Pharmaceuticals, a company based in Austin, Texas,
applied to have their compound, CT-179, reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee. CT-179 is
a blood brain barrier penetrant small molecule inhibitor of OLIG2 being developed for the
treatment of adult and paediatric brain cancers. The Curtana team sought feedback from
the BTR-NTA Committee on their clinical development strategy and potential collaborators
and partners to advance their work. 

Therapeutic strategy: Polypeptide-Drug Conjugates for Oncology (OncoPDCs)
Applicant: Excellamol Inc, Republic of Korea 
Non-confidential summary: Excellamol Inc, a company based in the Republic of Korea,
applied to have their OncoPDC therapy reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee. OncoPDCs
consist of temperature-responsive intrinsically disordered domains, cancer cell receptor-
binding sequences, and cytotoxic agents, and are designed for direct implantation into
brain tumours using image-guided convection-enhanced delivery (CED). The Excellamol
team requested guidance from the BTR-NTA Committee on potential collaborators, target
engagement and pharmacodynamics, regulatory pathways, clinical trial design and funding. 

Therapeutic strategy:  Sortilin-targeted small molecule therapy to treat glioblastoma
Applicant: Sortina Pharma, Sweden
Non-confidential summary: Sortina Pharma, a biotechnology company based in
Gothenburg, Sweden, applied to have their small molecule therapy targeting Sortilin for the
treatment of glioblastoma reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee. The anti-sortilin
molecules aim to alter cancer stem cell associated mechanisms to improve treatment of
glioblastoma. The company sought input on their preclinical work, regulatory strategy,
clinical development pathway and potential avenues for funding and strategic partnerships. 

Therapeutic strategy: Synthetic peptides as immunomodulators 
Applicant: Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology, Poland
Non-confidential summary: Professor Bozena Kaminska-Kaczmarek and her team applied
to have their peptide therapy reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee. The peptide-based
therapy aims to block secreted osteopontin (encoded by the SPP1 gene) from binding the
A3B5 integrin receptor on macrophages for the treatment of glioblastoma. The team from
Nencki Institute sought feedback on their preclinical strategy, regulatory requirements,
and intellectual property. 
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Therapeutic strategy: A novel brain penetrant microtubule targeting agent 
Applicant: Reglagene, USA 
Non-confidential summary: Reglagene, a company based in Houston, Texas, applied to
have one of their compounds, RGN6024, reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee.
RGN6024 is a novel, orally administered, blood-brain barrier penetrant microtubule
targeting agent which is being developed for the treatment of glioblastoma and brain
metastases. The Reglagene team sought feedback on optimisation of their preclinical
studies, clinical trial design, and development of their patient and public involvement /
engagement strategy.

Therapeutic strategy: MRI visible focussed ultrasound activatable nanoparticles
Applicant: Apeikon Therapeutics, United Kingdom
Non-confidential summary: Apeikon Therapeutics, a London-based company, applied to
have their therapy, ActNano, reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee. The ActNano therapy
utilises approved anti-cancer agents encapsulated in nanoparticles which can be tracked
via MRI prior to activation using focussed ultrasound, to treat brain cancer. The Apeikon
Therapeutics team requested guidance from the BTR-NTA Committee on manufacturing,
regulatory requirements, biomarker strategies, and potential avenues for investment
partnerships. 

Therapeutic strategy: A brain penetrant METTL3 inhibitor
Applicant: STORM Therapeutics, United Kingdom 
Non-confidential summary: STORM Therapeutics, a biotechnology company based in
Cambridge, applied to have their brain penetrant METTL3 inhibitor reviewed by the BTR-
NTA Committee. Their brain penetrant METTL3 inhibitor modifies RNA to induce
downstream effects to treat brain cancer. The STORM Therapeutics team sought input on
their pre-clinical work, clinical development plan, and potential funding opportunities to
pursue. 

Therapeutic strategy: A viral immunotherapy using a synthetic super enhancer
regulatory element 
Applicant: Trogenix Ltd, United Kingdom 
Non-confidential summary: Trogenix, an Edinburgh-based company, applied to have one
of their therapies, TGX-007, reviewed by the BTR-NTA Committee. TGX-007 is a viral
immunotherapy technology that uses synthetic super enhancers to control expression of
two therapeutic payloads within an AAV vector system, to treat glioblastoma. The Trogenix
team sought feedback on their therapeutic strategy, pre-clinical work to date, and clinical
plans. 
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Therapeutic strategy: Targeting CD93 on tumour vessels to treat glioblastoma
Applicant: Uppsala University, Sweden
Non-confidential summary: Professors Anna Dimberg and Roberta Lugano from Uppsala
University in Sweden applied to have their CD93-targeting antibodies reviewed by the
BTR-NTA Committee. The CD93 antibodies aim to alter the tumour vessel phenotype to
optimise anti-cancer therapy for glioblastoma. The team from Uppsala University sought
feedback on additional pre-clinical validation required before approaching investors,
manufacturing of the antibody, regulatory requirements, and how to successfully build out
their team to commercialise. 

Therapeutic strategy: A sodium channel modifying drug to enhance the anti-tumour
activity of drugs targeting DNA damage repair
Applicant: Telethon Kids Institute, Australia
Non-confidential summary: Professor Terrance Johns from the Telethon Kids Institute in
Australia applied to have their sodium channel modifying drug reviewed by the BTR-NTA
Committee. Their sodium channel modifying drug aims to enhance drugs targeting DNA
damage repair, to offer a new treatment approach for brain tumours.  Professor Johns
requested feedback from the BTR-NTA Committee on combination strategies and next
steps for commercialisation. 

Therapeutic strategy: Changing tumour vessels to high endothelial venules using AAV-
LIGHT therapy
Applicant: Uppsala University, Sweden
Non-confidential summary: Professors Magnus Essand and Anna Dimberg from Uppsala
University in Sweden applied to have their AAV-LIGHT therapy reviewed by the BTR-NTA
Committee. The therapy aims to target tumour vessels using an AAV vector encoding the
cytokine LIGHT, to induce formation of high endothelial venules, increase T cell infiltration
and promote anti-tumour immunity in glioblastoma. Professors Essand and Dimberg
sought guidance from the BTR-NTA Committee on toxicology/pharmacokinetics,
manufacturing, regulatory requirements and potential funding options. 

Therapeutic strategy: Undisclosed 
Applicant: Undisclosed 
Non-confidential summary: Undisclosed 
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Therapeutic strategy: GRACE – Glioma Resection Advanced Cavity Electric Field
Therapy.
Applicant: QV Bioelectronics, United Kingdom 
Non-confidential summary: GRACE is an implanted device that delivers electric field
therapy directly to tumour resection margins. The QV Bioelectronics team applied to the
BTR-NTA programme to seek feedback on their preclinical strategy and clinical trial
design. The BTR-NTA Committee provided feedback on preclinical safety and efficacy
next steps and first in human trial design. The Committee also provided guidance in other
areas of device development including, manufacturing, regulatory, funding, and patient and
public involvement/engagement.

Therapeutic strategy: WISTERIAN - Window STudy of ExpeRimental Interventional
Approaches to Neuro-oncology.
Applicant: Imperial College London, United Kingdom
Non-confidential summary: The WISTERIAN study aims to explore the effects of giving
ADI-PEG20 (acts via the depletion of arginine) in combination with radiotherapy prior to
tumour resection surgery in newly diagnosed patients with radiologically diagnosed
glioblastoma. Dr Williams, Dr Syed, and Dr Perryman applied to the BTR-NTA programme
to seek feedback and guidance on their preclinical data and clinical trial design. The BTR-
NTA Committee provided feedback in several areas, including safety considerations,
biomarker selection, potential tools for collecting further preclinical data and clinical trial
design.

Therapeutic strategy: MEMRISTIVE – Micro-electrochemical ablation and
neuromodulation of recurring glioblastoma using hardware-AI accelerated brain
implants.
Applicant: Imperial College London, United Kingdom
Non-confidential summary: MEMRISTIVE is an implantable therapeutic neural interface
designed to slow the progression of malignant brain tumours. Dr Racz and Mr O’Neil
sought feedback from the BTR-NTA Committee on health economics, regulatory routes,
market access and the clinical trials design. The BTR-NTA Committee provided guidance
on the key preclinical next steps (including safety, feasibility, and efficacy) and other areas
including, patient and public involvement/engagement, market access and regulatory
pathways.
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